ANTARCTIC EX-
PLORATION.

*  ARRIVAL OF THE FRAN.

CAPTAIN AMUNDSEN'S
RETICENCE

WON'T TALK ABOUT SOUTH

POLE-
1 -

Capt. Hoald Amundsen, with the other
mimbers o his expendition, arrived i
dvhart yestenlay atlerpoon in Manusen’s
old vessel, the From, irom the Antarotn:
e Ly, I_-'.u.rly i Lhe meoining a har-
quentine was signalled from Mount Nel-
soni . having entered the river.  Tlas
at first was thougit to be the L= from
Adela-de, but when the vessel was withia
signalling renge & message va- reeeived
to the effect that she was the ram. [
the Bay of Whales, in the Ross SBea. well
within the Antnietie Cirele.  Loeal an-
terest was at once aroused, and kuois of
people shortly  afterwards collected it
the wharves in apticipation «f the vissel
coming alongaide one o the piers. At
noon the Marine Board's launuch Egeria
left ita moorings with the Chief Health
Officer ilr, Bprotts and the Harbour-
master (Capt, M. O, McArthur), Shortly
witersurds the Fram showed hersell off
Prince's Whart, having come up the
river under motive power. Thgee who
had gathered were of opinion that, aiter

{ the medical officer had granted pratigue, |

Z'Th-l-'tiﬁqilhllh."m
Capt. Amondesn, "but mather
¢t when I a0 near to the
ons, wh 1 had already
tl-ut-hn-u--mﬂn-
before to the north 5
Whea if he had seen or heard
suything om his way back of
tain Seott's expedi now
due at New on its
return from the Amntarctic, it
wan Scott’s intention to m

tralasian expedition

and ex the opiuion
be had beard of him, Dr. Mawson should
make a clever Jescles, and thet the ex-
pedition should bave valuable and in-
leresting reeglt4

In cenclusion, Capt Amundsen re-
iterated his regret that he was hound by
pre-axisting cogagements not te give
fnller information st present, and es-
pressed the hope that L would be able
to do so shortly.

A guestion as to the date on which the
Fram, with Awmundsen and bhis luanl
party on board. left the base camp in the
Antarctic te return to Hobart was de-
vided by Ca Amuondsen, after oon-
aideration, to trenching on dangerou<
ground, ard he simply said he would bLe
glad to give the full story as =com as h-
was able tn do so, but could mot an-
liripate,

HEALTH OF THE CREW.

The pert officer of health (Dr. ty
stated yesterday thgt the crew the
i ram a red to be a1l fit and well, and
had evidently bLeenm well fed and cared
tdr. As far as he counld see, any hard-
shii which they might have endured
had left v permanent traces,

1
:
:
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the medwal officer had grunted pratique, |
the Harboormaster woold

bring her
plongwide. But this was not to be, tor
ns spon &< the lanuch steamed away from
her, the Fram was put abont, and a few

minutes later dropped anchor in Sandy

ance of the English tongne. hut the

[ell on deaf ears,

Bay. When the launch arrived at the
whatf it was found that the leader of
the expedition, Capt. Amundsen, had
oome ashors  alone. Capt, Amnndsen
was immediately driven to the ofiice of
the Norwegian Consul (Hon, James Mao-
farbane, and went through the oorre
spondence awsiting him,

Capt. Amundsen war sought cat Ly a
“Mercury’ reporter, but I qursLions
A visit was pad laier
in the afternoon to the Fram hy » ""Mer-
cury ~ reporter, Pulling alongside, he
asked thut a rope or a ladder o lowersd
over the side, so that he could bourd the
vessul, hut his regnest only brooght
smiles to the faces of the good-homoeured

ing men who were lounging over the
bulwarks, They at first projvssed ignor-
ra.
sigtent queries of Lthe reporler at last
hroaght out the statement that they had

ho power (0 &y anything in connection

P

with the expeditron or the ship for a4
eouple of daye,

The Fram on setting out from Christ-
jania had 115 Greenland dogs on board,
hat of this pumber only 38 were brought
hack by the Fram, and of thee 21 will
be left at Lhe Quarantine Btation before
the Fram leaves Hobarl, to be taken hack
fo the Apturetic by the Aurorm for the
uge ot Iir, Mawson, The dogs, in com-
mon with their surroundiigs on board,
louked elean, and seemed to enjoy the
sun as ruuch as their masters. They had
bren running abeut loose on deck. and
wlhile “The Mercury” representalive was
in the vicinity a whistle from the owner
of 0 cameta on hoard brooght them o
gether, amd they "kept perfectly =till”
whils the photograph wae token, What
beeame of the remainder of the dogs 15 as
¥ol u mutter of congeetoree.

They muay | <taling that he had alpersd

HAS SCOT'S REACHED THE POLE ?
A RUMOUR IN BYDNEY.

BYDNEY, Mareh 7.
A press cablegram received from Wels
hngton to-night remds: “"Amundsen
wirel to Sydney that Beott discowered
”IEh "ﬂh P Consul in Sydoey h
The Norwegian C y has
redeived wo such m and althongh
there it is reportad that someone in Byd-
ney has received a mﬂaﬂ'bﬂ the camm
vflect, offorts to locate it e 50 {ar mot
bern sucoessiul.

GENESIS OF THE EXPEDITION.

THE CHANGE OF PLANS,
Ou August 10, 1910, it was announced
that Captain Reald Amundsen had left
(Christiansand, in Norway. on an & i-
tion to the Arctic regions in Nansen's o
vesse]l, the Fram. It was stated that the
Fram wounld proceed, via Cape Horp, to
Fan Francisco, and then go lngl Beh-
ring Straits into the Asrctic Ocean. 1t
wax understood that on Luﬁlnf into the
Arctic the Fram would be put into the
e in the hor that the drift of the ica
would carry her across the Polar basin,
and out into the sea between Greepland
and Spitzhergen, and it was sta that
oneranogiaphical investigations would be
Mrri-p?nit. It may be remembered that
Nansen evolved a theory, from the cvourse
of the drift of the Jesnmette and from
other things, that there was a sgteady
drift of the ice from the Biberian oomet
across the P'olar basin, The Fram was
previsioned for seven years, so that she
was Irn,dy te endure & long confinement
in the jce,
After leaving Christiansand the Fram
called of Funchal, in Madeira, and st the
hwginning ul Uetober a letter was receis-
il trom Amunidsen, posted at this ru i
his plans,

bave pas-ed through the culinar) depurt-| He wrote that he wonld call at Buenus

ment, wlile op the ather hand they may
have bhoop lust on tie way 1o bl Buath
ke,

Avies, und then proveed to the Antarelie
regions. e sxpected that nothing more
would be beard of him vntil Merehs, 1812,



wl Frhﬂ\.jdt‘ the

The Fraw nol coming
in =everal

wharl muy e geeounted for
Wiake,
berthed all af the dogs wonb? Juse 1o be
anaraptined ;o the second, putliing in
the wav of stores wa= pegubred, there e
| Bt e last lur =pyven

| ing safficient on

Pavgrra; gl basthv, s Jonniles 4 he real
pogsgn, 1V <he had Feorpead il AT
biag e f--.-r-" I nhlillrl‘ul ul  oamhe s l-'lf
this vrew geting asboe, and <pravlipg

| Brosadeast, 17 they s wiched. the ntedli-

VR cnee that the Fole had been peashod or
TR LA ]

| INTERVIEW WITH ARMUNDSEN.

——

i
HIS PLANS YOI FUTURE EXPLORA-
.' TIRN,

Captain Mmool when seen yestenday
afterpoon by o “Meronry repuitel, Fave
an oulhimeoof the movement= o o Poang,

bt deelimed to conter into say diete ds pi-

garmbing his meawomedits e the Notacet e,
Cutad i thak he wie hocod at oot ot
to wive thi= indoermation,  He adiod 1ot

e waa very -=prry that this was &, in

view of the et that this was los fir-c
port of cail adter his return Froan the
Antarctic tigions, and that he had al-
rendy reesiviel mueh kindhess since nie

nrroval here, As ~oun @~ he could do se
he would be wery glod to take the in-
gquirer on hoard the Fram, -Lhow Lim the
l-lhnl'l‘n and everyihing of intrresl, amd
ive the fullest possible information, but
%nr the time being he had regreiivll
tio keip silent on the very poinls whic
people seamed most anzious te know
ahout,

Asked on what aate the expedition
started, Captain Amundsen said they et
Kurops in the Fraum in August, 1810, and
valle gt Funchal, in Madeiry, and
Huenes Avres. From the latter port they
made dirret tur the Amtarctic, { here,
on January 13, 1811, they met Captaan
Bcatt's ahip, the Terra Nova, in the Bay
of Whales. Captain Amuundsen then went
on to say that be formed his base camp
at & point on the great ice barmier, be
tween K fdward Land and Victoria
Land, iunfﬂiludt- Tadeg. $8mn. B. and
kmgitude 164dvg. W., or about 4&d-g. to
the cnstward of the lungitude of Hobart,

o the fiest plice, had the vesedd |

when lie would leave the Aptarctic re-
Elatta, and proe to “an Frapncmseo, He
wonkd then go through Behring Strait,
and corry out his orginal programme.
It = nferesting (o remark, in passing.
that, ~ lar, Captain Amupdeen bas done
exnctly what be had lsid down, Afwer
over 15 months in the Antarctic he bas
Pofuras] thiopee o March, 1912 ux be
=il 1% monthe ago that be wounld,

Wh oy Captain Boutt’s ghip, ithe Terra
Noave. rewched the | of Whales on Feb-
raary 4, 1911, it found that the Fram was
ulrcady there, and that Captain Amuand-
i was preparing to go into  winter

nnarters, The m ot by the Terra
Niovu ~taled that he had with him eight
men amd 116 Greealsnd dogs, and was

tiiruishieal with tull equipment [oF & joar.
ney to the f'ole. It was stated, however,
that great uncertsinty esisted ws to Cap-
tain Amundgsn’s futare plans, aocaord=

tig to ule aveount, he inten l.l]'li‘
dowvn depot< at sideg. B. and B3deg. B.
: intended

thile aveording to another he

| mubing nn attempt to reach the Pole by

J winter jouruey. A guesiiop was put
to (aptain Amundsen yesterday sboul
the depyls, but he declined to eommit
Limseif to saving whether he had estab-
li-hiesd auy, still leas to sayiug where they
were (I he had,

Somithing of & esnsation was caused
in caploration eircles by the announee-
mient that Captain Amupdsen had estab-
I<hed himsell at the Bay of Whales.
mant of thoss interested contending thar
it wos a hreach of etiquette for Amumi-
s tu go to this particalar place, and
that he shonld have left this part of the
At oretie to Captamn Beott. On the other
hund, Protessor David, of Sydpey, who
had bhoenm » member of Shackleton's ex-
predition, expressed the opinion that thevs
wuz smple scope for the Amun ex-
pedition, as well as for that of Captain
Feott, to work without coming into up-
desirahle coptlict or competition,
Amundsen cstablished his winter quart-
ers near Mount Ersbus, and utilised 8ir
Erne-t Sha:kleton's routes. he might
have hern aceused of “Pole ynmpiog,
but lLi= ha-e was nrarly 530 miles to the
east.  fle thought Captain Amandsen
would strike out an entirely new roate

| for Wimselt



and a lon
part of the .Antarctic coast which Dr,
slawsen's expedition iutends to explore.
He, himself, with nine men under ius
command, remaiwd on shore, while the
Fram, under Capiain MNeil-em, returned
to Buenos Avres. After leaving that port
the Fram made a voyage across to the
Cape ot Good Hope and back, earrying
out occanographical mvestigations, obser
vations of curients, stc. (thservetions
were mEdde at more than -i1xty statiouns,
and =coontific work of great vaine, whici
b wot hitherto bien atiempled o this
part of the otean, wis cariea vut,

Capiain Amondsen, while speaking 1
very ligh terms of (he work cariead ot
hy Captair Nedsen amd Lis tompaiiions
at =a, gooty, bui fmly, resistd Lhe
mest pRrLine s effirt= to turn fle coms
wiorealion Lo whiml e, Lhigr=elt, and thoso
with Liom, bl beeen doing ou land, ur on
the iee, wlhilic the vi=sel sas sway. (0
the South Pole atseii, or the expeditiva’s
Simithe-t woutin,” he dechined o spoak
at ali, and wondd woet o bed to the .
eet of Antaretie Joug-distanee travelling
wvond memotking thet  the Greeplan
ﬂuq-.. of wiah th expidd T ion b B
hupdted and ity down, wete whbat e
expedditi m used, not pones,  and  that
much u=c woas made of ki<, the pational
amuwsbions of the Nurwegians, ile alr
served that a Norwegan woald be guite
at a loss in petting over e wilhool uis
skis, und thut bis prodciency with them
geve Norwagiahe an MdLantage uver 1 liosa
not accustomed to this means of Jocome-
tion.

A very interedting piece of  IuTOTINA-
won  incudentally  awvpplosl by Capt.
Amundsen wea= thut the Jlain et on

Janaary 16 ‘he Japsaesss Antarctic ex-
edition, whoeli, it will remeinbered, left
vdney just belore v Maweon's ey pedi-
tion departed from  Hobart.,  Cept.
Amundsen sald that this wus heare he
himself came on beard the From, and
that vom-equently be il Lot se¢ the

Japanese himseli, and knew nothing En

»

to their plans or futore movements.
did not know exactly where the meeting

m-o. but it was somewhere in the
rhood of the great ice harrier.
. Amundsen was then asked what
wonld be the (nture moyements of the
Fram *

ne

way to the eg-tward ol Lhe |

He replied thet™she would stay !

CAFTAIN DAVIS'S OPINION.
Captain Davis, who is mow In com-
mand 1 the Aurora, and commnnded the
Nimiowd n Sheckleton's expocd on, ewid
at the tume when Amundsen stdrted that
he beficved vaptain Amundsen wou

gucervid 10 reaching the Pole, and :
—He, as & Norwegian, was born to work
#s no Lpglishman could, and he has a

wonrdertul team of dogs, which will take
him almast anywhere, He has been call-
ed the " hardest put 1n all Norway." His
daring i= shown in landjng where huge
tracts of ice frequently break away. Cap-
tnin Aovindsen is a der of men, and
no difficulties will turn him back.”

THE LEADER CLI_’__T_'_HE EXPEDITION.

Captain Boald Amundsen, the leader
oi the Norwegian expedition, is still
v mparatively young map, being only 39
years uf age, but he has the appearance,
perhaps due to the bardships EF has en-
countird, of being somewhat older, This
j= mut hix first visit to the Aptarctic,
simc as 8 young man he went down aa
firsi ofeer of the Belgica, the vessel nsed
Ly the Belgian expedition in 1897-1899

The achicsvemen! on which Captain
Amnndsen’s fame chicfly rests, T
is hi= navigation of the North-West Pas-
sige. In 1908-1906 he made an, ex -
tion to the Arctic regions, morth of Nortl
America, in the Djoa, a Little vessal of
4% tone. Nearly two years were speat
in the neighbourhood of the morth mag
netie pole, in making observations aml
mvestigations, and the Djoa then procesd-
el to the westward, and down thromgh
Behring Straits, ing riglu. through from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. Bhe was
firs! ves=sl tn accomplish this feat.
though the existence of the psssage had
been proved by land and ice jonrmeys.
In this esnnection it is interesting to
notive that it wa~ in sattempting to wolve
the mystary of the North-West Passage
that Sir John Franklin, once Governor
of Tasmama, lost his life, together with
all s companiong,

Captain Amundsen has had a gond deal
of Arctie experienes, in addition to that
gained on this voyage, having been on
several whaling and sealing voyages 1.
the north of Norway, in the vicinity of
Ernitzbergen.




for twa or thire: A8 tn MoMmwart, and |
would then wail dtrrrtr“fnr Buenos Ayres. The craw of the Tram is com of
She would not need to revictual in thas Norwegians, “mony of whom, lige Cap-
port, since she was provisioned for seven toin Amund~cn, have hod consitlerabl.
;“J‘ when she leit Norway in 1916, cxperien~» in the ice of the Arctic re-
rom Buenos Ayres she would go reund | F'"™
Cape Horn, in order to carry nhut ﬂ:t -
eriginal programme announced when the
Fram et Europe, that is, that Eh._- HOBART AND ANTARCTIC
should go north from the Horm, call at EXPLORATION.
San Fraucisco, and them go throagh T—
Hehring Biratts, and try to trom the| Lt may be of imtersst to motice that
- . ove in the drift ice, with the hope the arrival of the Fiam marks the
of “-hl::l out on the other side, pome- Eﬁil:ﬁl h;.hv.ti.;.ﬁ::f H:.‘Plt"“_‘i ';P*;Jiﬁﬂﬂ
where ween (Greenland L ] bart since Bir James
. SN Spdy- Fc:hﬂdﬂ “j’t“:hin.:. ri of ul!l: hes
o i o ¢ Yoy o aretic with tho
enppose,” mid the ilte“t:l!r!r. that | Ereus and Terror, in 1841, The next
ss you folt that the Arctic Amtaroticsoumt_samel to Dt lats Be
Rive o and that “hﬂrﬂﬁﬂmﬂiniﬂl,mm
» m hf" and l? years later ~me
s Morning snd Terra Nova. 9.,




3} the elaw of last year., Mawson's ex

dition made this the fitting-out ;o
1er *he Aurora, and now the hest o1 tae
fire capditions now varLing In the An
tartiber ta et Lok to eivili=ation mMitats |
tiis 1ts fir-1 port of call,

The ol her expeditions =till in the Aot-
ety Anp possialy now, on some the
anees, om the wav tackl are Caplam
S att's Dritish exmdition, in the Terrs
Nava, due shertly st Lyttelion, in New
Yealand: D Mawson's Anstralpsian es.
whttiony, the taeirmonn i'\|n-\‘il”ll'ﬁ il
!l,wntrnnnt Filehner, which - warking
{1em the Sonth \mernwsn <ide, awl the
Jupanceo expedition.

CATTAIN AMUNDEEN'S VESS..L.
The Fram, sn auvihary barguentine of

402 tons register, i~ n famnis vesse!, and
will alwarv- take a prominent plree g
the mastory of Aretic ard Antarctic ox-
doration. Piactically speaking, ~he bus
een ns fac ws possible to the two cnas
of the earth, having been unsed by Lo,
Nansun in s Arctie vovage in 1500450
and oow has taken Captam Amunds<en
to the southern ice barrer, Aceonding
tor Nansen's areount in Farthest North 3
of the huilding of the vessel, two I}u!ll'|1|
were particularly ohserved 1n the hula-
ing o the Fram; one, the shape or the
hall, is such as to hest withstaud tie
attacks of ice. And thu- she was buili,
more attention heing poid to making ne J
wafe and & warm «tronghold while dritt-
ing in the e, than to endowing her with ‘

or g <arling gnalities. One ofher
aim wis o make her as amall as possihle,
The reason for thi= was thal 8 small shp
was, of course, hghter tlan a large oue,
and ocould be made strouger 1n propes-
tion o her weight., A small ship, oo,
was more suitable for navigation i the
jce than a large one. Bhe was easier 1o
handle, and o berth could more eastly be
tound fur her in the packing iee-foo<
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tound for her in the packing joe-To -,
It wins also 1iie aim of Nansen that the
veseal should be short, #o that she could
thread her way covily among the goe
floes especially, as great leagth  wouid
have been a source of weakness when ice
pressura set m.  Bul iu order that snch
a ship, which has, moreover, very sivp-
g sules, should possess  the necosany
carrying capacity, she was huwlt vory
broad, and her breadth is 1 fact ubout
a thard of her length.  Another puint
that was comsidercd was the making of
her sides as smooth as possible withoul
projecting edges, while plane suetpess
were, as much as possible, avoided 1 ihe
neighbourhood of  the ost vulnerable
pointe, and the hall assumed a rounded,
plump forin. Bow, stern, and keel, ail
were rtoanded off so that the ioe <hould
not be able to get a grip of her an) wheie.
For this mason, tno, the keel was sunk
in the planking =o that barely threc inches
projected, and its edges were roanded
off. The hull is made pointed fore and
aft and scmewhat resembles a pilut boal
mirus the keel and the sharp garboard
strakes. The stem consists of iliree
«tont oak beams, one inside the other,
forming a thickness of #t. of solid vak;
inside the stem are fitted solid breast-
hooks of cak and iven, to bind the ship's
wides together, and from these breast-
hunks stays are placed against the pawl-
bit, The bow 1 protected h{ an iron
stem ,and across it are fitted transcerse
bars, which rum some small distauce
hackwards on either side, ax 15 usual
in sealers. The sterm is of special aud
somewhat peculiar construction. uJm
vither side of the rudder and propeller
gort; which are rided, 24 inenes, 1s
tted a stout oak counter-tumber,
following the curvature of  the
stern right up to the upper deck, and
forming, o to speak, a donble stermpost.



The planking is carried ¢atside these tim-
hers, and stern protected by heavy
iron plates wrought outside the g king.

is & well for the aserew, and also one for
the rudder, through whi:q they ean both

hoisted up on deck. rame tim-
hers are of oak, and had eriginally been
‘intepded for the Norwegian mavy, and

-4

there




he chafed o, The mner of the thiree

ot ~ide plankings 1~ of oak, thiee inches
thick, fustencd with  sprhe< and caies
fll“}' eaulked, outewle this ©15 another
oa® shrathing, 1 inches thek, fastened
with throngh bolis and cnalked ; and oul-
Side (he=e comes the e skin ol groon-
bheart, which mo. douwn to the Kkiel. '@l
lining inade the lrame tianbes s o1
ateh pine pluanks, come i, and  some B,
hick. The total thickuess o1 the slop's
sides, therefore, 1= trom 28n. to 28in., o
water-tight =olid wewd, The hold liohs |
Like n cobweb o balk-. stanelions, ltluli
hraces. The heol conststs of two heoyvs
American olm loge, Thin. square.  The
sides of thie hull wee todnded downwards
tn the keel, so that a transierss "--'f'iwll‘
of the frame remands one of half 4 cocoas
nut. The principal Jdonen<ions of the
"hj[i are as tolhowm Lin=th ol LH-]_ 12
.. Il"nm:! el water-lire, 11401, |1"1T;.."|h'
from stem to stern on devk, 121 -':I.-l'
treme breadtn, 36ft,; hreadth ol wab r-
line, exclusive of e skin, i, depth,
170t draught of warer with Light curgo.
200t ; ali-placement with light cnrgo, 2
ton<. With heavy o tae draaght s
over 15t and the aisplacement ®i) tuns,
There is 4 tivetwnnd of abont 341, 6in. In
additton to the reguisite provisions tor
dogs and men for more than five veors |
ghe ecould ecarey conl for tan months’
steaming at iull specd, The Fram vas
originally riggoed as o thirce-masted fore-
Iltlj-uli welicuner, hat 1= puw counverind |
into a barquentine, The painma-t s
S0ft high, the maan topmast 1< At o
that the erow's nest, whicl 1s un tie
maim topinaet, is about 10241, abuve the!



waler. T'he ogine 15 umn ool ene, and s
fed with petroleum. Tt has an andicated
horse-poawes of 220, and is caable of driv- |
ing the ves«l at a sneed of herween wix
and seven kaots. Khe is meoanod by a
erew of eleven, amd the laading panty
eonsisted o nine, muking the (ol wom-
her of sonl- on board on arrival 200 The
ofticers respansinle for the pavigation of
thie Fram are u: foltow: ~Captam seil-
cer, Lient. Piestand, Lient.  Bjeitsen,
Chief Lnginecr Stnderek; second, Cliris-,
| STTRITNE I





